
Past meets present in this Columbus, Georgia, home, 
where handsome antiques and singular accents 
whisper of family traditions old and new.
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Designer Carter Kay drew upon Elinor and Billy Harper’s 
extensive array of family heirlooms and personal treasures 
to create a mixture of seasoned comfort and contemporary 
flair. “Elinor has beautiful taste and gorgeous antiques, and 
wonderful collections of porcelain and pottery and art,” 
Carter says. An inherited tapestry puddles gently on the 
floor between the doorways to the kitchen and the breakfast 
area. The Harpers installed custom gates on either side to 
allow the family dogs a clear view of the living room while 
limiting their access to it. 
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Rich neutrals in the living area  
echo the warmth of the wooden 
millwork and give the space a tenor 
of calm and contentment. Multiple 
seating areas boost the room’s 
functionality—ample sofas and a 
petite chair invite conversation with 
guests and grandchildren; a pair of 
swivel armchairs for evenings à deux 
flanks the Mediterranean-style 
fireplace. Despite the asymmetrical 
arrangement, the space retains a 
sense of balance, from the sofa 
centered along the window wall to 
the twin lamps on either side. A 
lavish gilt mirror provides a formal 
counterpoint to the room’s more 
whimsical notes. 
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“I think it’s exciting to be able to 
incorporate history and a love of 
beautiful things in a way that even 
children and grandchildren are 
comfortable being around them,”
says designer Carter Kay.

A single shade of pale taupe 
covers the walls, trim, and 
ceiling in the tranquil master 
bedroom (opposite). The 
headboard and the dust skirt 
are upholstered in wool 
tweed, laced with linen and 
silk that give off a subtle 
sheen. Local blacksmith 
Jason Smith fashioned the 
iron bench at the foot of the 
bed; its leather top, Carter 
says, will age gracefully 
under day-to-day use. The 
crisp lines of twin campaign 
beds in the guest room (this 
page) offset the ornate 
mirror. “Antiques and 
today’s furniture bring out 
the best in each other,” 
Carter says. The needlepoint 
chair and the scalloped 
dressing table, which 
substitute for conventional 
nightstands, belonged to 
Elinor’s mother. 


